Saint Joseph
and God’

Unexpec

Joseph is an exemplary figure of

God’s unexpectedness. His life was
marked by events and missions that
required great faith and openness to
the unknown. “At every step of the
Gospel, Joseph allows himself to be led
astray by God... At every step of the
Gospel, Joseph allows himself to be led
by God,” said Cardinal Ricard at Saint-
Joseph de Mont-Rouge (May 1, 2018).
This sums up Saint Joseph well.

In short, Joseph, “the Just Man,” is
the model believer who knew how
to constantly “adjust” to God's will.
He teaches us that attentive listening
and trust in God are the keys to
entering into His plan of love.

Looking at Joseph, let us learn to
welcome God'’s unexpected actions,
day by day.

Have a good Novena!

Special file’s photos: Nathalie Dumas

Stained-glass window Le Miracle du
Saint-Joseph (detail), Marius Plamondon,
Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal Basilica.
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DAY 1 - MARCH 10

TO WELCOME THE
UNEXPECTED IS NOT TO
RESIGN ONESELF; ITIS TO
CHOOSE TO TRUST BEFORE

UNDERSTANDING, TO BELIEVE
THAT GOD REMAINS PRESENT
EVEN WHEN OUR PLANS
ARE DISRUPTED.

Monument to Saint Joseph, Alfred Laliberté, Oratory’s pedestrian entrance.

Joseph, heir to a lineage shaped
by God's unexpected action

I'm not sure what is more unexpected in
the scene from Daniel (3:25, 34-43): that
Azariah voices such profound faith and
hope from a place of dangerand vulnera-
bility oris it God’s unexpected response?
In the form of an angel, God is present
with Azariah and his companions. God
does not remove the risk but enters into
it; God does not guarantee security, but
promises accompaniment.

We see this pattern of God'’s accompani-
ment beginning with God’s promise to
Abraham, who journeys with him from
Ur to the land of Canaan. Called to leave
what was familiar and secure, Abraham
follows God'’s voice into an unexpected
future he cannot control. Faith here is a
risk, rooted in trust that God will be faith-
ful to what God has promised.

Easter reveals the ultimate unexpected
turn. The cross appeared as defeat, a
serious shock for the followers of Jesus.
But it was the resurrection that was
truly unexpected. After all, death is a
common experience, but resurrection is
utterly new and unique. Who could have
expected such a thing?

Saint Joseph stands as a quiet witness to
the unexpected ways God acts through-
out salvation history. Hislife is interrupted
by the divine plan he did not anticipate,
placing him in social uncertainty and
personal risk. Yet Joseph, like Abraham
his forebear, risks trusting in God’s voice.
His story reminds us that God’s most
decisive work often unfolds through the
unexpected.

Joseph, son of Abraham, accompany with your prayers
for all those who are on unexpected and difficult journeys,
especially migrants and refugees seeking safety.
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DAY 2 - MARCH 11
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God's unexpected action

iIn Joseph's first dream

Deuteronomy (4:1,5-9) calls the people of Israel to
a posture of deep attentiveness: “Hear, O Israel...
observe the commandments, that you may live.” Life, in
this passage, is not found in control or certainty, but in
listening—listening carefully to God’s voice as it unfolds
in unexpected ways. This is a fitting lens through which
to contemplate Saint Joseph.

Joseph's life was shaped by his quiet obedience in
moments of profound uncertainty. As he was about to
give up his plans for his life with Mary, God intervened in
a dream: “Joseph, do not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife, for what has been conceived in her is from the Holy
Spirit..." (Mt 1:20) Joseph’s obedience is not servility but
attentive listening. The word obedience comes from the
Latin ab audire: to listen.

DAY 3 - MARCH 12

In aworld of clashing sounds and competing noises, itis
hard to know what to be attentive to. Lent invites us into
adiscipline of listening. In prayer, fasting, and silence, we
develop the practise of releasing our need for certainty
and resting in attentiveness to God’s presence in hidden
places. By listening in the darkness, as Joseph did that
night when he had his dream, we prepare our hearts
to recognize new life when it rises unexpectedly from
the tomb.

Joseph, who heard God’s voice in a dream,
pray with us to discover God’s voice in the hidden
and unexpected, in the small and the vulnerable,

on the margins of our church and society.

God's unexpected action calls us to trust

In Jeremiah (7:23-28), God’s lament is striking and painful:
“I spoke to them, but they did not listen; | called to them,
but they did not answer.” The failure described is not
ritual neglect but relational breakdown. God desires
a people who walk attentively, who listen not out of
obligation but out of trust. This call to listening often
arrives unexpectedly, disrupting familiar patterns and
comfortable habits.

Saint Joseph stands in quiet contrast to the people
Jeremiah describes. When God spoke through dreams,
circumstances, and sudden reversals, Joseph listened.
His relationship with God was not rooted in explanation
or visibility but in faithful response. Each unexpected
command drew him deeper into trust: to remain with
Mary, to flee into uncertainty, to return when the time
was right. Listening, trusting, doing became the pattern
of his relationship with God.

Lentinvites us to confront the same truth Jeremiah names:
how easily we hear without listening. In the stillness of
repentance and self-examination, we are called backinto
relationship. Joseph teaches us that listening reshapes
the heart long even before it changes circumstances.

Joseph, you who lived up to your relational
responsibilities to God, Mary and Jesus,
pray with us that we too might live up to

our relational responsibilities to one another,
to the poor and oppressed and to the earth.
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DAY 4 - MARCH 13

God's unexpected action
in the universality of Salvation

Hosea’s call to Israel is unexpectedly gentle: “Return
to the Lord your God.” (14:2-10) After pages of judgment
and warning, God speaks not with condemnation but
with kindness, promising to love freely and restore what
seemed beyond repair. This mercy is surprising. God
does not wait for perfection; God meets the people in
their turning, however fragile it may be.

Saint Joseph’s life unfolds within this same pattern of
unexpected grace. This is the grace of surrender to God’s
will. Instead of control, Joseph learns trust; instead of
clarity, he receives presence. It is a grace to bear God’s
yoke and cooperate the divine plan. This plan advances
in the simplicity and quietness that we see in Joseph.

DAY 5 - MARCH 14

God’s divine plan revealed in Hosea is to heal and freely
love all humanity. It is not a plan to conquer or condemn
people, or build an empire, but to love generously and
freely, beyond measure and without merit. This is the
love that is given in the gift of divine Son, Jesus Christ,
and whose depth is revealed on the cross. But ultimately
in the promise of new life made available for all.

Joseph, pray with us for those who feel alone
and unloved, who suffer without communities
of support and inspire us to be in solidarity
with them beyond words to actions.

God's unexpected action
In Joseph's second dream

After the visit of the Magi, just as calm seemed to return,
God’s unexpected call breaks once again into the life
of Saint Joseph. In a dream, an angel tells him: “Get up,
take the Child and his mother with you, and escape into
Egypt” (Mt 2:13). Such a sudden upheaval was never part
of his plans. Yet Joseph does not ask for explanations. He
risesimmediately and departs. He may not grasp the full
meaning of what is happening, but he chooses to trust
and to move forward.

Pope Francis describes Joseph as “the man of creative
courage” (Patris Corde, no. 5). When faced with the
unexpected, he does not allow fear to paralyze him;
instead, he remains available, and ready to act. Like the
patriarch Joseph who once saved his people in Egypt,
Saint Joseph safeguards the life of the Savior by stepping
boldly into the unknown. In much the same way, God
often guides us through moments we would never have
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selected for ourselves —a new responsibility, an encoun-
ter, a difficult word, or a challenging trial. He leads us to
places we could not have imagined, preparing the way
ahead of us.

Saint Joseph teaches us three simple attitudes: to receive
the unexpected as a call to trust; to act when God
prompts us; and to believe, even in moments of uncer-
tainty, that God remains unfailingly present and faithful.

Saint Joseph, man of trust and readiness,
teach us to recognize God in the unexpected
and to walk without fear along the paths
He sets before us.



DAY 6 - MARCH 15
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God's unexpected action
iIn Joseph's third dream

Still living in exile, the Holy Family awaits
with longing the day they will finally be
able to return home. That long-hoped-for
moment arrives when, once again in a
dream, an angel speaks to Saint Joseph:
“Get up... go back to the land of Israel”
(Mt2:20). Without hesitation, he leaves
behind the life he had begun to rebuild in
a foreign land. No sooner has he crossed
the border than a new threat appears:
Archelaus is ruling in Judea. Warned in
another dream, he adjusts his course
and chooses instead to settle in a small,
almost unnoticed village called Nazareth,
in Galilee. This episode reveals that God
does not chart our lives in one straight,
unchanging line. Rather, He leads us grad-
ually, step by step. He opens new doors
and redirects our path.

Nazareth may have seemed like a second-
ary, unremarkable destination. Yet it is
precisely there that God chooses His Son
to grow. Joseph embraces this humble
place without hesitation, and in the quiet
anonymity of village life, the hidden work of
God unfolds. There, in the rhythm of daily
tasks, Joseph transmits to Jesus the faith of
Israel, the strength of human virtues, and
the dignity of patient manual labor. God
often reveals Himself not only in extraordi-
nary signs, but also in the routines, learn-
ings, and simple gestures of the everyday.

Like Joseph, we are invited to accept the
unexpected turns of the road, to recognize
God in the humble places where He leads
us, and to become, in the ordinariness of
life, instruments of fidelity and trust.

Saint Joseph, man of God'’s unexpected ways, teach us to move forward
in trust and to perceive the divine presence in our daily lives.

Most Rev. Valéry Vienneau
is Archbishop Emeritus of the
Diocese of Moncton since
2023, after having carried
the episcopal responsibility
of that diocese for eleven
years. Previously, he served
as Bishop of Bathurst from
2002 to 2012. A native of
Cap-Pelé, New Brunswick,
Most Rev. Vienneau has been
a pastor in the service of the
wider Acadian community
since his ordination in 1982.
He ministered in parishes in
Shediac, Saint-Paul-de-Kent,
Adamsville, Saint-lgnace,
and Kouchibouguac; he

has also acted as chaplain

at Stella Maris Hospital,

Villa Providence, and the
Université de Moncton.
Most Rev. Valéry Vienneau
has served on several
committees of the CCCB.

— On the occasion of the
novena at the Oratory, he
will deliver the preaching
from March 14 to 18.
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DAY 7 - MARCH 16

Saint Joseph, guardian of the mysteries
of Salvation in God's unexpected action

Saint Joseph was not chosen merely to watch over Mary
and the Child Jesus. God placed him at the very heart of
the Incarnation—not so that he might take possession of
this mystery, but so that he might serve it with humility.
A modest and discreet carpenter, Joseph becomes the
guardian of salvation not by understanding everything,
but by walking forward in faith.

Throughout his life, he was shaped by the unexpected:
Mary’s mysterious maternity, the birth in Bethlehem, the
flight into Egypt, the return to Nazareth, and then that
unsettling moment in the Temple when Jesus said to his
parents, “Did you not know that | must be in my Father’s
house?” (Lk2:49). At every stage, Joseph could have clung
to his own plans, yet he consistently chose to welcome
God’s will rather than his own.

DAY 8 - MARCH 17

How can we explain such an ability to embrace the
unforeseen? It springs from the virtues of the righteous
man—those that Scripture associates with Joseph: faith-
fulness, prudence, patience, and inner strength.

Like Joseph, we, too, encounter circumstances that
escape our understanding. He teaches us to move
through them with trust: to recognize that our plans are
not always perfect, to accept the mysteries of life without
seeking to control everything, and to look for holiness in
what seems ordinary. Joseph invites us to cultivate a heart
attentive to the signs of God—often subtle, sometimes
fragile—yet always capable of illuminating our path.

Saint Joseph, humble guardian of God’s
mystery, teach us to walk with confidence
wherever the Father leads us.

God's unexpected action in the life of Saint
Brother André, in the school of Saint Joseph

In the Gospel where Jesus is referred to as “the carpen-
ter'sson” (Mt13:55), we discover a surprising dynamicthat
reveals how God acts through simplicity and the ordi-
nary. Nazareth—a town without prestige—becomes the
setting where Jesus develops qualities such as patience,
hard work, and attentive listening, thanks to the guid-
ance of Saint Joseph. This perspective on the hidden
life also sheds light on the path of Saint Brother André,
whose story is profoundly connected to Joseph.

Coming from modest origins, frail in health, and with
little formal education, Brother André entered the
Congregation of Holy Cross as a simple doorkeeper. Yet
this humble task became the very heart of his mission.
Through his presence and intervention, countless
people found peace, healing, and hope. He entrusted
everything to God and continually directed those who
sought his help toward Saint Joseph. From what seemed
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like almost nothing, God brought forth Saint Joseph's
Oratory on Mount Royal.

Eventoday, God meets usin our fragility, in our routines,
and in the simplest gestures of our daily lives. A moment
of attentive listening, a compassionate word, ora sincere
prayer can become a source of light for someone in
need. In the school of Joseph and Brother André, we
discover that holiness is found not primarily in extraordi-
nary deeds, but in a heart open to love, to service, and
to listening—a heart willing to let God act, even when
everything is not fully understood.

Saint Joseph and Saint Brother André,
teach us to recognize God’s surprising presence
in our ordinary days, and to respond
with simplicity, trust, and courage.



DAY 9 - MARCH 18
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‘GOD IS
ALWAYS DIFFERENT
FROM WHAT WE

NATURALLY IMAGINE."

Marie-Noélle Thabut

Original Chapel, Saint Joseph’s Oratory of Mount Royal.

With Saint Joseph and Saint Brother André,
let us welcome God's unexpected action

The unexpected is an essential part of the way God
reaches out to His people. The lives of Saint Joseph and
Saint Brother André bear witness to this truth. Biblical
scholar Marie-Noélle Thabut, in herwork A la découverte
du Dieu inattendu (Discovering the Unexpected God),
reminds us that “God is always different from what we
spontaneously imagine.” This insight sheds remark-
able light on the spiritual experiences of Joseph and
Brother André.

The Gospelaccount of the Annunciation reveals how God
enters Mary’s life in an unforeseen way. Her response,
“Let it happen to me as you have said” (Lk 1:38), demon-
strates an inner openness, deep attentiveness, and total
trust. Mary does not understand everything, yet she
surrenders herself to God—just as Joseph and Brother
André did throughout their lives.

In his apostolic letter Patris Corde (no. 4), Pope Francis
emphasizes that Joseph'’s spiritual life is “not a path of
explanation, but a path of welcome.” To welcome the
unexpected does not mean resigning oneself to circum-
stances; rather, it is the choice to trust before fully under-
standing, to believe that God remains present even
when our plans are disrupted.

To walk concretely along this path, the spiritual tradition
encourages us to cultivate trust, abandonment to Divine
Providence, openness of heart, silence, prayer, discern-
ment, and humility. As we grow in these attitudes, our
hearts become spaces available for God to surprise us
and to guide our steps in new ways.

Saint Joseph and Saint Brother André, teach us to receive God’s unexpected action
with hearts that are trusting, open, and filled with hope.
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NOVENA'S PRAYER

Saint Joseph
and God'’s

Unexpected
Action

Glorious Saint Joseph, we who are
gathered in your presence today,
want to celebrate your
openness to the Holy Spirit
when something unexpected
burst into your life.

When Mary, your beloved,
became pregnant by the Holy Spirit,
you were surprised,
but at the angel’s voice,
you agreed to be an attentive
and inspiring father to her child.

You experienced the anguish
of her childbirth in miserable conditions,
but you were strong in protecting
and keeping her safe.

Like Mary, you were
delighted and concerned by
your son’s zeal to make known to us
your Father and our Father
who is our God of compassion and mercy.

Glorious Saint Joseph,
in the face of the unexpected,
you showed us the way
to be open to the Spirit.
Help us, in our daily lives,
often marked by anxiety about tomorrow,
to remain hopeful.

Like Saint Brother Andre,
who found boldness and courage in you,

guide us so that our faith, hope, and charity

may bear abundant fruit
for the salvation of the world.

AMEN

AN INVITATION FROM THE ORATORY!

March 10to 18, 2026
Novena to Saint Joseph

The special Novena homily is given twice daily,
atthe 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Masses.

Thursday, March 19, 2026
Feast of Saint Joseph

Solemn Masses in French (Basilica) with the
participation of Les Petits Chanteurs du Mont-Royal
10:00 a.m. Most Rev. Christian Rodembourg, M.S.A.,
Bishop of Saint-Hyacinthe
2:30 p.m. Most Rev. Claude Hamelin,
Bishop of Saint-Jean-Longueuil
7:30 p.m. Most Rev. Christian Lépine,
Archbishop of Montréal
Solemn Mass in English (Crypt Church)
11:15a.m. Most Rev. Valéry Vienneau,
Bishop Emeritus of Moncton
Other Masses of the feastday:

7:00a.m., 8:00a.m., 12:30 p.m.,
4:30 p.m., 6:00 p.m. (in Spanish)

Full schedule of Masses, activities and services:
www.saint-joseph.org




